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Another year has past and we continue to progress thanks to the ongoing funding from 
Nineveh. 
 
We are delivering ongoing projects that meet the objectives 
of the Nineveh Trust and raise the profile of the GGPL.  Our 
community garden is attracting many new visitors, who have 
described the garden as a ‘hidden away piece of paradise’ 
or even a ‘secret utopia’.  This year also saw us win the Kent 
Wildlife Trust Community Garden of the year award. 
 
We have further developed the range of activities delivered 
at the garden and continued with our green wood working projects led by sessional 
worker, Tim Clarke and also renovated our wood working shed to provide more 
protection during the winter months.   
 
Community Art Days 
 

We hold seasonal community art days in collaboration with Kent 
based artists utilising objects from the garden to sculpt, craft and 
paint.  Students from local special schools also join us and 
engage at all levels.  We have had great fun decorating bug 
hotels and bird boxes built by our wood workers to encourage 
wildlife in the garden, along with nature crowns and staffs for 
bonfire night and our Christmas Art Days saw us making 
wonderful wreaths and decorations.     
 

 
East Kent College  
 
For the second year we have run a community learning gardening course in partnership 
with East Kent College.  The course introduced gardening to many people who had 
never previously done any gardening activities.  The course included how to prepare the 
land, planting, what tools to use and general garden maintenance… All involved 
enjoyed the course greatly whilst learning new skills and having fun in the process. 
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Kent Wildlife Trust 
 
KWT are working with us with the objective of engaging and educating the community in 
various nature based activities.  Some of the activities we have hosted at the garden 
are… Nature walks, pond dipping, bird spotting, butterfly and bee hunts. 
 
University of the Creative Arts  
 

Students from the UCA in Canterbury are 
continuing to work with the garden, engage 
the community, work with our members with 
learning disabilities and/or mental health issues 
as part of their degree course.  Many students 
who have worked with us have remained 
friends of the garden past graduation and 
continue to work with us on various projects. 

 
 
Floristry Courses 
 

The introduction of floristry courses has proved very popular this year.  
Members have enjoyed learning how to make buttonholes and floral 
displays for friends and family members.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Garden Gate Music Festival  
 
We held our first music day in the summer of 2014 and have 
a second scheduled for 18th July.  The music day proved a 
big success and many bands played for free.  It was a 
great opportunity to raise funds and encourage new visitors 
to the garden.   
 
The event is a great project for members of the garden to 
work as a team, and everyone has a role to play in preparing for the event and on the 
day… We are keeping our fingers crossed for good weather on the 18th!  



 
Open Days 

 
We have held a couple of open days over the past few years and 
each time seen an increase in the numbers of attendees and 
funds raised.  We sell plants and produce from the garden along 
with teas, coffees and cake, pizzas 
made in our new pizza oven and run 
several craft activities for adults and 
children to enjoy. The last open day 
saw us raise just over £1000.00 
 
 
   
 

Outdoor Pizza Kitchen 
 

Funds raised via our open days, music festival 
and donations have contributed to building our 
outdoor kitchen and wood fired pizza oven.  
The oven enables us to educate our members 
about  sustainable living,  cooking with  fresh 
seasonal  ingredients  that  they  have grown,  
experiencing  the  entire  process  from garden  
to plate.  Freshly made pizza also proves a big 
hit on open days! 
 
 
 

Visit from fashion icon Vivienne Westwood 
 

Fashion royalty visited the garden in May... Vivienne Westwood came for 
tea! She was visiting the area and came along to admire the garden 
and the work we are doing.  She spent a good hour touring the garden 
and meeting people who use the garden, talking about nettle soup 
recipes, admiring our new living wall (pictured), she even paid a quick 
visit to out compost toilet! 
 
 

 
New Apprentice  

 
This year we recruited our first apprentice, Mr Joseph Guy.  We are 
very pleased with Joe’s progress and he is proving to be a real 
asset and popular with members of the garden. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Community Work 
 

We haven’t just been busy raising our own profile but also aiding other 
local organisations.  The garden played host to the Dreamland Trust 
and the community enjoyed building a Sanger Lion for the project 
and we are also raising funds to support Charlie Crampton’s Super 
Team and our next music day. 
  
 
 
Summary 
 
There is mounting evidence from a range of disciplines demonstrating how green spaces 
and horticultural therapy can improve physical and mental wellbeing, not just for the 
individual but for the community as a whole.  We are currently engaged with Canterbury 
Christchurch University as they facilitate discussions and research between policy makers, 
academics and practitioners to share best practice and promote networking between 
projects and recognition of the benefits of working community gardens and green 
spaces. 
 
We have had a very successful year and seen the garden flourish.  We continue to 
welcome new visitors along with delivering activities to the local community and our 
members with learning difficulties and/or mental health issues.  It continues to be our aim 
to reduce social exclusion, decrease prejudice, raise awareness, inform and influence 
others on the needs of those with mental ill health and/or learning disability.   
 
When decision making, planning activities and spending funds we are very conscientious 
that choices we make take these elements into consideration.   
 
The support The Ninevah Charitable Trust has provided has helped us continue to develop 
the garden and deliver activities that meet the aims of the trust  We look forward to the 
continued success of The Garden Gate Project and the positive impact it has had on so 
many within our local community. 
 
 
 


